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“ΣAE created friendships and memories I will cherish 
forever. I lived in the house from the second semester of 
my freshman year through my junior year. While those 
were truly my best college years, the beauty of the house 
was a place that only we Es could really appreciate. 
Twenty-five years ago we put a pretty good facade on 
the ’ole gas station…now is the time to finish the job and 

fully renovate our beloved E-Hut to a standard worthy of all the great 
times experienced on the top of the hill.” 
Phi Alpha Stephen L. Farr ’81, Campaign Co-Chairman



The True Gentlemen of Starkville
T he mission of Sigma Alpha Epsilon is to promote the highest 

standards of friendship, scholarship, and service for our 
members based upon the ideals set forth by our Founders and as 
specifically enunciated in “The True Gentleman.”

While our chapter has never been about the quality of the place that 
houses many of our brothers, the facility needs to be one that is safe, 
is welcoming to alumni, family and friends, and, most importantly, 
facilitates the formation of the bonds between brothers. We believe 
this renovation and expansion checks all of those boxes. 

College campus living has changed significantly, even within the last 
10 to 15 years. The experience is wholly different than what most 

of our alumni will remember. Residential facilities are the second 
most important factor in the college decision-making process behind 
the availability of a student’s intended major. This is understandable 
considering that students spend 70% of their time within their living 
environment.

In the following pages, you will read the stories of men whose lives 
have been impacted by ΣAE. These men have been inspired by their 
experiences and have worked tirelessly over the past year to build a 
foundation of support to ensure ΣAE has the best fraternity facility on 
Mississippi State’s campus.



A Chapter on Strong Footing

O ur chapter standing is as good as ever. In 2018, Clayton Converse was the winner of Most Outstanding Eminent Archon nationally by 
ΣAE. In 2019, the chapter was awarded the Leadership and Community Service awards (two of six given) by MSU IFC/Panhellenic.

“ΣAE at Mississippi State will always hold a special place in my heart. The 
good times, the lifelong friendships that were made, and the brothers who 
have been there in good times (and not so good times) helped create the 
incredible life I have today as a husband, father, and entrepreneur. 

“The last few years with my son, Clayton, in the chapter is a part of my life 
that I will treasure forever. As one of the alumni chapter advisors, I can 
assure you this renovation/expansion is well deserved and the time is now. 
It is my hope that the active members, alumni, and advisors will continue 

this success, and I hope to be part of it for many years to come.”
 
Phi Alpha
Clark Converse ’93

DID YOU KNOW? Fifty-seven percent of our membership 
had a GPA over 3.0 in fall 2019.



Why the Time Is Now

Our house has been part of 
Mississippi Theta’s legacy 

since it was built in 1959. In the past 
decade, two-thirds of Mississippi State 
fraternities have made significant 
improvements to their houses or built 
new. Our last significant upgrade was 
in 1994 with only one other project—
the building of the chapel in the mid-
’80s—since the original construction. 
We must invest in our chapter house 
to remain competitive and to provide 
a quality living environment for our 
brotherhood to thrive.

“In the ’90s, every Mississippi State ΣAE 
worth his weight knew we had to do 
something about our fraternity house. More 
importantly, many were willing to give 
money and help to fix the problem. By today’s 
standards of fundraising, we really didn’t 
know what we were doing, but the house 
was such an eyesore. The problem was so 
self-evident that we were able to accomplish 
our goal. We built an attractive building and 

made some superficial changes to the exterior of the older 
structure, which resulted in a house we could be somewhat 
proud of. The problem was, we ended up with a house that 
was not very functional since we had done nothing about the 
dorm that was, and still is, outdated. If our chapter is going 
to flourish and grow, we have to do something about this, 
and I am confident we have a plan to do just that.

“Recently, I heard that if a fraternity does not have a capital 
campaign every eight to 10 years, that fraternity is probably 
not very healthy. We may not have been very healthy at 
some times in the past, but I can assure you that we are 
as healthy today as we have ever been. As I write this, the 
chapter has about 130 members, we hold almost every major 
championship trophy in intramural sports at MSU, we have 
three members as elected officers in the IFC, and the chapter 
is debt free with more than $300,000 in surplus in the bank. 
Saying all of that, I am very comfortable in giving money for 
this campaign and, more importantly, I am comfortable in 
asking my fraternity brothers who are my closest friends to 
give their time and money. I hope that means something to 
you because it means a lot to me.”

Yours in the bonds of ΣAE,
Reggie Sims ’81 
President of the MS Theta Housing Corporation

We expect a 10-month construction 
project. Our brothers will seek 
alternate housing for the school 
year. Your support today ensures we 
meet two important challenges. 

Several other fraternities 
are developing their own 
renovation plans. Our 
project is outpacing the 
others, and we want to 
establish our new house 
before our competition. 

With inflation in 
construction at about 5% per 
year, starting sooner than 
later saves us significantly in 
the short term.
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T he mission of the Mississippi Theta House Corporation is to 
upgrade our facility to outlive us all. We want the house to be 

easy to maintain and, like the old dormitory, impossible to destroy, 
while adding modern amenities with a touch of class.

The old dormitory will be knocked down to eliminate the eyesore 
along with the 60 years of odors that have been accumulating! The new 

dormitory will be moved west where the basketball/back courtyard is 
now, creating a large courtyard with a loggia connecting new and old.

Through careful study, assessment, and planning, and working with 
Wier Boerner Allin Architecture (Dudy Noble Field, Nusz Park & A.J. 
Pitts Tennis Centre), the Mississippi Theta alumni and undergraduate 
leadership has developed a bold future for ΣAE.

The House We’ve Always Dreamed Of



East Elevation

Main Level
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The new courtyard between the dorm and 
the ’90s renovation will have a loggia that 
can easily convert to a breezeway via large 
moveable garage-like doors that will create 
a multipurpose space for parties. This new 
courtyard will also serve as another entrance 
from the south side (across from Sorority Row) 
as well as serve as the new basketball court.

Great Hall
1,152 sq. ft.

The kitchen will be expanded and better 
integrated into a new dining facility to be 
located between the new dorm and the kitchen.

The front porch will be an 
awesome place to welcome 
people into the house on 
game weekends.

Activity Room
1,213 sq. ft.

New dorm rooms will be almost 65% larger from a cubic SF standpoint given a projected 
minimum ceiling of 9’ at 183 SF per room vs. 132 SF with 8’ ceilings. More than likely, 
XL twin beds will be lofted and permanently attached to the walls, giving more space below 
for couches and studying.

The dining hall will be 
big enough (1,556 sq. ft.)  
to feed the whole chapter 
at one time with spillover 
space into the Great Hall to 
accommodate even more 
people.

The bathrooms will be 
much more functional, 
resembling what you would 
find in a country club 
locker room with real walls 
partitioning off the showers 
and toilets.

The new dorm will be raised to the level of the renovation, 
eliminating the steps from the ’90s renovation and from the 
old dorm to the Grand Hall, promoting better flow throughout 
the house.
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South Elevation

Upper Level

Modern safety and security features, including 
keycard restricted access and security cameras, will 
protect both our men and our alumni investment.

Brothers are studying in the house more than ever, and the new 
house will help support their academic excellence with complete 
Wi-Fi coverage, a multimedia conference room, and adequate 
study space for members and their guests.

The new dorm wing 
includes additional study 
and conference space.

Each residential floor 
has its own laundry facility.



Sigma Alpha Epsilon
Mississippi Theta Chapter
P.O. Box 1013
Starkville, Mississippi 39760

Dear Sigma Alpha Epsilon Alumni,

I write to extend best wishes to the Mississippi Theta Chapter regarding your The Time is Now campaign. Similar 
projects have been undertaken by other fraternities and sororities recently, with more to come. These initiatives will 
further strengthen the Greek system here at MSU and provide for greater opportunities for leadership and service 
in the future.

I am pleased to note the Greek system continues to play an important role on our campus. Over the past three 
years, membership has increased to more than 3,700 individuals. These students have devoted their time and 
financial resources to community service activities and in support of numerous national philanthropies and local 
organizations. This year, they logged more than 65,000 hours of community service hours and raised $515,000 
to help others in need. I am also proud to report success in the classroom as well. In general, our fraternity and 
sorority chapter grades are higher than the all men’s and all women’s grades at MSU. In addition, Greeks are 
serving in leadership positions in wide-ranging organizations all across campus. 

The continued strength of our Greek system is dependent upon outstanding young people who are committed 
to hard work and serving others. It is also dependent upon the support of alumni. That generosity is essential in 
helping current chapter members maintain the strong traditions you helped forge during your time on campus. I 
salute you for that support and wish you much success with this effort. 

Hail State!

Mark E. Keenum
President



 THE TIME IS NOW

“Mississippi Theta of ΣAE holds some of my best memories. The 
bonds of brotherhood and friendship have not only lasted but, 
in many cases, grown stronger through the years. I know that 
this campaign will help old friends seek each other out, and new 
friendships will be made across the lines of different age groups 
and classes. This is such an exciting chance for all of us to reconnect 
and help the current and future generations of Mississippi Theta 
know that ΣAE means a lifetime of brotherhood!”

Phi Alpha
John Garrard ’80

DID YOU 
KNOW?

•	 All	pledges	can	be	spread	over	a	five-year	period.
•	 Giving	by	credit	card	or	ACH	transfer	is	available	at	tinyurl.com/MSTheta.
•	 Gifts	of	$5,000	or	more	will	be	memorialized	on	a	donor	plaque	in	the	 
	 renovated	house.
•	 Room	naming	opportunities	and	tax-deductible	giving	is	available	for	
	 gifts	of	$25,000	or	greater.

THE TIME IS NOW to celebrate the men that occupied the halls of ΣAE.

THE TIME IS NOW to give ΣAE the tools it needs to compete with the best fraternities at Mississippi State.

THE TIME IS NOW to pay it forward, just as the men who built the original house did in the late 1950s. 

WE CAN DO THIS … TOGETHER.
Thank you for your generosity, for answering the call, and for ensuring a bright future for ΣAE at Mississippi State.



“Mississippi Theta of Sigma Alpha Epsilon was originally 
founded at State in 1887. Thousands of brothers have 
experienced the meaning and value Mississippi Theta 
offers to young men at a formative stage in their lives. 
Experiences are cherished and lifelong friendships are 
formed and cemented. Individually and collectively these 
young men have made their mark on our chapter—a 
chapter that today is recognized nationally as one of the 
strongest among all fraternities. We have a proud and 

rich heritage. It is up to us to carry this legacy forward as we again bond 
together through this campaign for the good of ΣAE.” 
Phi Alpha James B. “Randy” Randall III ’72



“ΣΑΕ at Mississippi State has meant so much to me practically 
my entire life. My first knowledge of ΣΑΕ was as a young boy 
soaking in the conversations of my grandfather, father, and 

later my older brother as they shared their entertaining stories 
of ΣΑΕ, with all the names attached. Perhaps it was embellished 
a bit, but isn’t that just the way it is when it means so much. It 
is from that foundation that I also grew to love my fraternity 

and the great young men that I found at the ΣΑΕ house at 
Mississippi State University 50 years ago. But wait, 

there’s more. It gets even better. I got to do it all over again 
38 years later when my son got to run up the hill and 

pledge ΣΑΕ. Oh boy, what a joy.

“We are all now engaged in an opportunity once again to 
advance ΣΑΕ at MSU. To the ΣΑΕ brothers from my era, I ask 

you to consider this: the last major push for funds to Mississippi 
Theta was 1993 when Larry Jones and others led a successful 

fundraiser that brought the chapter house to its current 
standing. That’s 27 years ago. It is now time to do it again. At 

our age, this will be the last opportunity in our lifetime to make 
a significant contribution to the long-term well-being of ΣΑΕ at 

MSU. I ask you to please prepare your hearts and minds 
for a generous gift to old Mississippi Theta.”

Jack Harris ’71


